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 COVID-19.CURE
THE CLIMATE
CRISIS?

THE world has only six months to change the course of the climate crisis, one of the world’s top energy experts has warned.
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by editor in chief Nicky Cox Second World War, and much better than we’ve seen  determine the course of the next 30 years and
recently, with emissions rising by about 1% a year. beyond. If emissions rebound, it is very difficult

Fatih Birol, from the International Energy Agency, Emissions must fall to net zero by 2050 to meet to see how they will be brought down in future.”
says the coronavirus lockdown has led to a cut in the goals of the Paris agreement, signed up to by That’s why the IEA is urging governments to have
carbon dioxide emissions across the world. But world leaders. green recovery packages for life after lockdown, with
we need to keep going. The experience of the pandemic so far has shown wind and solar power being a top focus. L

Emissions plunged by a global average of 17% in that changes in people’s behaviour — such as not And Lord Deben, chair of the Committee on |
April — the sharpest drop in carbon output since flying or driving, and working from home —is only Climate Change (CCC), says we need new schemes h

' records began. In the UK, the decline was about part of the answer. The world still has a long way to to insulate homes, to raise carbon taxes, to switch
 31%. But, as countries slowly get back to normal go. Even with lockdown, most of the emissions have  to electric vehicles and improve broadband, to help .

activity, the decline has already bounced back to remained, so even bigger shifts are needed to the the green recovery and cut emissions for good. He
within about 5% of last year’s levels. way the world produces and uses energy. said: “We have to do this as rapidly as possible — this

That is still the biggest annual drop since the Fatih Birol says: “The next three years will window of opportunity is closing clearly.”

First News readership is 2,235,888. Source: Opinion Matters 2016. First News is the widest-read of all children’s publications audited in the UK. First News supports children’s charities.



2. QUICK NEWS

Brits are spending a quarter of their
lives online, shows new research by
Ofcom, the UK’s communications
watchdog. Its annual Online Nation
report has found that the average
Briton spends a quarter of their
waking day online in some way. And
lockdown may be partly to blame for
the latest, higher than normal, figures.
Ofcom says the average British adult is
spending four hours and two minutes
online every day, a 14% increase from
last year’s average of three-and-a-half
hours every day. At least you're taking
a break to read a newspaper!
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LOCAL LOCKDOWN

Leicester has become the first location
of a local lockdown in the UK, after a
recent spike in cases of COVID-19. The
number of infections in the city has
increased by 866 in just two weeks.
The Government has said all non-
essential shops must close, as well as
schools (except for vulnerable children
and the children of key workers). The
easing of lockdown in England on

4 July, when pubs, restaurants and
hairdressers can open again, will not
apply to Leicester. The new restrictions
will apply for at least two weeks.

ROYAL COOKS

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex
showed off their cooking skills when
they helped make meals for a youth
organisation in LA. Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle joined Homeboy
Industries to cook meals as part of
their Feed Hope programme, which
provides food for those in need
during the coronavirus pandemic.
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TO READ YOURSELF AND SHARE WITH FRIENDS

COOKALONG 4 FAMILIES

Food manufacturer
Danone has
launched a new

initiative to get
families cooking
together to raise
money for charity.
The series of live it 4
cooking tutorials 2
for the whole family have been airing
on the Danone YouTube channel.
Called Cookalong 4 Families, the
videos have been hosted by a bunch
of different celebs, including The
Saturdays’ Frankie Bridge. For every
viewer of the livestream, the company
is donating £1 to the Family Action
charity. The last one airs on 8 July.

COVID-19 US CASE RISE

The US state of Texas has seen a huge
rise in cases of COVID-19. The state
was among the first to start lifting
lockdown but has now seen one of the
biggest surges in new US infections,
with thousands of confirmed cases

a day. Governor Greg Abbott has
urged people to stay home for their
own safety. Restaurants, shopping
centres, bowling alleys and some other
businesses can stay open, but with
limits on how many people can visit.
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TIGER TREATS

Three tiger cubs at Whipsnade Zoo
celebrated their second birthday with
an unusual (and kind of yucky) treat
—a giant ice lolly made of blood. The
rare Amur tiger cubs, Dmitri, Makari
and Czar, are almost fully grown now,
so polished off the lolly quickly, which
also helped keep them cool in the hot
weather last week.

ULTRA-RARE POKEMON

An ultra-rare Pokémon card is
expected to ‘catch’ a whopping
£88,000 at auction next week. The
card is one of seven given to the
first-place winners of a Pokémon card
tournament in Tokyo, Japan, way back
in August 1999 — which means the
card itself is very likely older than you!
It’s so rare that Heritage Auctions has
referred to the Pokémon Super Secret
Battle No 1 Trainer card as the “holy
grail” for Pokémon collectors.

PUNGENT POST

A suspicious smell coming from
inside a German post office
resulted in six workers being
rushed to hospital and a mass
evacuation. After a thorough
investigation, local police and
firefighters discovered a package
of four Thai durian fruits lurking

in the Schweinfurt post office.
Despite being viewed as a delicacy
in many areas of the world, durian
fruit is known to be very smelly —
so smelly, in fact, that it is actually
banned in many hotels and across
public transport in Asia.

HIDDEN FIGURE
HONOURED

Mary W Jackson, an African-American
engineer who saw little credit for her
work as a NASA engineer, has been
honoured by the space agency, which
has renamed its headquarters after
her. Sadly, she isn’t around to see it
today, as she died in 2005.
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READING FOR WILDLIFE

A new campaign

called Reading

for Wildlife

is bringing

together

authors, artists,
conservationists

and industry

leaders to raise

awareness of the illegal wildlife
trade by reading An Elephant
For Breakfast by Zella. For 27
days throughout July, a different
author, artist or activist will
read a chapter of the book on
the Reading for Wildlife by Zella
YouTube channel. First News’ own
Editor in Chief, Nicky Cox, is one
of the 27 readers taking part in
the campaign! You can find out
more at www.zellahunter.com.

#STOPHATE4PROFIT

Companies including Coca-Cola have
pulled their ads from Facebook, saying
the social media giant doesn’t do
enough to stop hate speech. Facebook
makes its money from adverts, and is
losing billions as a result of the action.

BEYONCE SUPPORTS BLM

Beyoncé has voiced her support for
Black Lives Matters (BLM) protesters,
and called on supporters to “vote

like our life depends on it”. Beyoncé
made the call to action during the BET
awards, which celebrate black artists
and sportspeople,
after receiving
the humanitarian
award, given

by former First
Lady of the US,
Michelle Obama.

The 12th Doctor, Peter Capaldi,

has been announced as the host

of this year’s virtual Voices 2020
Awards show. The creative writing
competition for children in care and
young care leavers will celebrate

its fifth year with a special show,
streamed on the Coram Voice
YouTube channel, at 5pm on 5 July.
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500 WBRDS 0

THE BI.ABK LIVES MATTER MOVEMENT

500 WORDS is the world’s largest story-writing competition
for kids.

More than a million stories have been submitted since 2011, in
response to everything from technology to climate change. Now, the
team behind it are bringing children’s voices to the themes and issues
emerging from the Black Lives Matter movement.

But, be quick! You’ve only got until tonight (11.59pm on Friday 3
July) to get your entries in. Children aged between 5 and 13 can enter
in whatever way you wish, in no more than 500 words, in the form of
a story.

The judges are keen for kids to draw on their own experiences and
feelings to create a story that can be as imaginative and visionary as
you want. Storytelling is a must!

From 13 to 16 July, four semi-finalists in each age group will be
chosen. Then the judges will decide who will become the two
finalists, and the eventual winner of the final on Friday 17 July.

The finalists will be invited to attend an exciting day of events with
special guests, starting out at Chris Evans’ Virgin Radio Breakfast
Show with many special surprises to follow (as soon as lockdown
guidelines allow it).

The words of many stories will be read out on air by special guests
throughout the competition.

So, what are you waiting for?! Get writing and send your story via
the online entry form at 500words.me.

1. ACTOR

AN Artificially Intelligent (Al) robot actor has been given
a starring role in a $70 million movie (£56.4m).

Meet Erica, the Al star of a new sci-fi film, called b, which is about an
artificially intelligent woman, also called Erica, who escapes from the lab
that created her.

Usually, Erica’s part might be played by a CGI character, or an actor
in make-up. Instead, the film-makers decided to work with Japanese
scientists Hiroshi Ishiguro and Kohei Ogawa to actually build a robot actor.

One of the visual effects artists behind the film explained just what that
meant. “She was created from scratch to play the role! [We had to] control
the speed of her movements, talking through her feelings and coaching
character development and body language.”

POLL OF
THE WEEK

Would you watch a film
that stars an Al actor?

Go to first.news/polls
to vote
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LEFT WITHOUT
FOODIN  ~
LOCKDOWN

GOVERNMENT data has shown
that the number of families
reducing the amount of food
they ate, or who relied on food
banks, rose significantly during
the first months of lockdown.

The data, which comes from the
Food Standards Agency (FSA) and
only covered England, Wales and
Northern Ireland, found that between
6.3 million and 7.7 million adults
were forced to reduce portion sizes.
Between 2.7 million and 3.7 million
adults went to a charity for food
or used a food bank, because they
didn’t have enough money to feed
themselves during lockdown.

The FSA found that the majority of
those with difficulties getting enough
food were households with children,
people with health issues and people
aged 16-24. Older people aged 55-75
were found to be most able to feed
themselves, with just 4% skipping
meals in May.

A Government spokesperson said:
“To help those who are struggling to
afford food and other essentials, we
are supporting frontline charities and
community groups with a grant of up
to £16 million.”

NASA is planning on returning to the moon in 2024 and, while

.new lunar landers.

NASA/HEROX

NASA’s experts figure out the rocket science bit, they want your"
help in designing a new hlgh-tech space potty that can fit on the

The space organisation officially launched a challenge with

crowdsourcers Hero X to find the next generation of moon
t0|Iets and, while it. may sound silly, they’re being very serious ‘about it, offering huge prizes to the best design.
Winners of the Junior Design Challenge will.be'given a bunch of awesome space prizes — including a certificate
from NASA. Those entering the more grown up Technical Design Challenge could take home $35,000 (£28,000)!
There are lots of guidelines around the lunar loo’s design, so to ﬁnd out more and enter your own space t0|Iet s
sketch, head to www.herox. com/LunarLooJr
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MOTORCYCLISTS with Black Lives Matter signs ride through New York City,
as they take part in the 50th anniversary celebrations of the first ever Pride
march. Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, this year’s official parade
was cancelled, although some still took to the streets to celebrate.

A SWARM of locusts flies over the walled city of Jaipur. The invasion of these
crop-munching insects is the worst that India has faced for decades.

[OSANGELES, USH> <

A pop-up art installation outside City Hall features nearly 1,200 teddy bears
to send a powerful message. The Bear the Truth Organization aims to raise
awareness of the Black Lives Matter movement and end racism.

CONGRATULATIONS to First News’ Managing ‘
Editor Keilly Swift and her husband Nick on the arrival of their second daughter,
Elodie Robyn Eve. Elodie arrived on Sunday 21 June, weighing 8Ib 30z. Amelie is
very proud to be a big sister!

OUTDOOR fitness classes take place inside domes to fit in with social distancing
measures, to help control the spread of COVID-19.
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